H. MONISM AND DUALISM.
In a previous paragraph of this article the concepts of logic and of nature have been defined. Logic is the theory of order in the widest sense of the word, the concept of " order " being the indefinable basis of all thinking. Nature is the totality of certain " mediate objects/' meant by immediate objects or thought-contents, which behave as if they were something for themselves. If now we bring the two concepts of order and of nature together the following postulate is at once before us.
Nature is to be conceived as the one order of natural objects ; only if conceived in this way, can nature be said to be " understood " ; for to understand is to conceive as an order.
This, then, is the postulate of logic, or its " ideal."
Let us first try to see what this postulate means in detail.
Strange to say, it destroys the difference between " mechanism " and " Vitalism," or between singular and unifying causality, which we have established so carefully. For it abolishes mechanism. There is no " singularity" any more in the face of the general postulate of the one natural order ; the universe is an organism, or rather is the one organism.